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MinneMinneMinneMinneMinnesososososottttta Planninga Planninga Planninga Planninga Planning develops long-range plans for the state,
stimulates public participation in Minnesota’s future and
coordinates public policy among state agencies, the Minnesota
Legislature and other units of government.

The EnThe EnThe EnThe EnThe Envirvirvirvirvironmentonmentonmentonmentonmental Qualital Qualital Qualital Qualital Quality Boary Boary Boary Boary Boarddddd, staffed by Minnesota
Planning, draws together five citizens and the heads of 10 state
agencies that play a vital role in Minnesota’s environment and
development. The board develops policy, creates long-range
plans and reviews proposed projects that would significantly
influence Minnesota’s environment. It also coordinates the
Minnesota Sustainable Development Initiative.

AAAAAcknocknocknocknocknowledgementwledgementwledgementwledgementwledgementsssss
Under Construction is dedicated to the memory of Senator
Janet Johnson, whose deep concern for the environment, strong
interest in helping Minnesota communities meet the challenges
of growth and change, and effective action in the Legislature
inspired its creation.

This document was prepared by Minnesota Planning with the
assistance of numerous collaborators from federal, state,
regional and local governments, and from the private and not-
for-profit sectors. Major contributors included: Jeff Bloomquist,
Aaron Buffington, Heidi Habeck, John LaVine, Roy Murphy,
Rolf Nordstrom, Deborah Pile, Steve Reckers and John Wells of
Minnesota Planning; former Minnesota Planning staff Lisa Freese
and Cindy Carlsson; Gunnar Isberg and Associates; Brian Ross,
Biko Associates, Inc.; Carole Zellie, Landscape Research; and
Marilynn Taylor. Deborah Pile and John Wells were project
managers.

For further information, contact:

Deborah Pile, Local Planning Assistance Director,
at 651-297-2375 or deborah.pile@state.mn.us

John Wells, Sustainable Development Director,
at 651-297-2377 or john.wells@state.mn.us

September 2002

Upon request, copies of Under Construction: Tools and
Techniques for Local Planning will be made available in an
alternative format, such as Braille, large print or audio tape.
For TTY, contact Minnesota Relay at (800) 627-3529 and ask
for Minnesota Planning.
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StStStStStaaaaatuttuttuttuttutory Authoritory Authoritory Authoritory Authoritory Authorityyyyy
This document was prepared at the direction of the Minnesota Legislature in Minnesota Statutes, Section 4A.07, subdivision 2, as
follows:

“Sustainable development for local government.

“Planning guide.  The office of strategic and long-range planning must develop and publish a planning guide for
local units of government to plan for sustainable development, based on the principles of sustainable development
adopted by the environmental quality board with advice of the governor’s round table on sustainable development.
The office must make the planning guide available to local units of government within the state.”

PrinciplePrinciplePrinciplePrinciplePrinciples of susts of susts of susts of susts of sustainable deainable deainable deainable deainable devvvvvelopment for Minneelopment for Minneelopment for Minneelopment for Minneelopment for Minnesososososotttttaaaaa
Global intGlobal intGlobal intGlobal intGlobal interererererdependence. dependence. dependence. dependence. dependence. Economic prosperity, ecosystem health, liberty and justice are linked, and our long-term well-being
depends on maintaining all four. Local decisions must be informed by their regional and global context.

StStStStSteeeeewwwwwararararardship. dship. dship. dship. dship. Stewardship requires the recognition that we are all caretakers of the environment and economy for the benefit of
present and future generations. We must balance the impacts of today’s decisions with the needs of future generations.
ConservConservConservConservConservaaaaation. tion. tion. tion. tion. Minnesotans must maintain essential ecological processes, biological diversity and life-support systems of the
environment; harvest renewable resources on a sustainable basis; and make wise and efficient use of our renewable and non-
renewable resources.
IndicaIndicaIndicaIndicaIndicatttttororororors. s. s. s. s. Minnesotans need to have and use clear goals and measurable indicators based on reliable information to guide public
policies and private actions toward long-term economic prosperity, community vitality, cultural diversity and healthy ecosystems.
SharSharSharSharShared red red red red reeeeesponsibilitsponsibilitsponsibilitsponsibilitsponsibilityyyyy. . . . . All Minnesotans accept responsibility for sustaining the environment and economy, with each being accountable
for his or her decisions and actions, in a spirit of partnership and open cooperation. No entity has the right to shift the costs of its
behavior to other individuals, communities, states, nations or future generations. Full-cost accounting is essential for assuring
shared responsibility. [Minnesota Round Table on Sustainable Development, 1998.]

The cost to Minnesota Planning for preparation of this report was $68,000.
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